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Welcome to the latest edition of the ASOC Newsletter. In this edition we have a reminder to
keep working on creating for the upcoming Spring Exhibition (20th - 31st October, 2022)
and a roundup of the latest ASOC Activities, both past and future.
This will be my last ASOC Newsletter as editor - it has been a creative and challenging
undertaking and I hope worthwhile in helping members keep in touch. As always, feedback
is welcomed, as well as any suggestions that you would like to pass on to the new
editor. We are still looking for a new Newsletter editor or for people willing to help with the
role. Given that the Newsletter was identified as important by over 60 per cent of survey
respondents ASOC is keen to keep the Newsletter going after 496 editions. Some ASOC
members often have no other contact with ASOC apart from the Newsletter and email
updates. Training can be provided and the role could be undertaken by a small team to
spread the load. Please contact Peter (president@asoc.net.au) or Helen
(communications@asoc.net.au) if you are able to help.
Helen McFadden
Editor
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Please support and acknowledge our generous sponsors.
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Workshops
The workshop by Ev Hales was a great success and included in this newsletter are some
photos and a report about the three-day workshop. I would like to, once again, thank Jo
Anne Pulko, Stephen Clively, Jenny Millet and Katerina Mortensen for the time and energy
they have given to organise workshops during this financial year, even though most were
unfortunately cancelled due to COVID.
We are looking forward to receiving your responses to our call for volunteers to help plan
and organise workshops in the coming financial year. As their planning must start now in
order to secure tutors, please don’t hesitate to contact me or another member of the
Management Committee if you can help.We would equally welcome contact from members
who would like to run a workshop for our members and pass on their knowledge, skills, and
tips on working with their favourite medium. If you are not keen to run a full workshop, there
are also opportunities to provide demonstrations or talks for members now that we can
meet more freely in the studio.
ASOC’s Financial Situation
At the Social Sunday on 15 May, Stephen Clively gave a short presentation on our financial
position, which the MC will consider at its meeting of 21 June.The information was
circulated to members via Mailchimp (1 May). (click on the link if you would like a recap). If
you have any questions or suggestions to make to address our position, then please
contact Stephen directly before 21 June via treasurer@asoc.net.au.
Workgroup Convenors Meeting
Lynn Nicholas, our Workgroups Coordinator, and the Workgroup Convenors met recently to
discuss responses to the members’ survey from earlier this year and to consider ways to
reinvigorate ASOC following the interruptions over the past two years.
The following issues were addressed:
Workgroup Vacancies: Convenors were reminded to keep their group’s information
on the website up-to-date to ensure that members are notified of vacancies when
they occur. Convenors are reminded to maintain waiting lists where they have them.
Places: Our OH&S requirements enable group sessions to accommodate up to 13
attendees. Depending on the equipment required, some groups are not able to
accommodate that many and Convenors may consult with the Coordinator to decide
on appropriate group sizes. Convenors have been provided with guidelines on
managing absences in their groups with a view to maximising opportunities for
participation by members.
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Cleaning: Members are reminded not to leave food and drinks in the cupboards and
the fridge, to bring and take home their own supplies including mugs, cutlery etc. and
to clean the Studio and the rubbish bin at the end of each session.
Cohesion: During the lockdowns we managed to bring people together via our
Facebook and Instagram pages, our capacity to hold Zoom meetings, and the
capacity to create virtual galleries. All of these tools are still available. If a group
needs help with these tools, including the new smart TV, then please let a member of
the Management Committee know.
Activities: The Management Committee has been working hard to resume activities
and our Activities Coordinator, Sylvie Carter (sylviecarter1@gmail.com) is open to
suggestions for activities in or outside of the Studio. We do, however, desperately
need a new team of volunteers to organise and manage workshops for the new
financial year.
Exhibitions: The Management Committee is open to holding more member
exhibitions but volunteers are needed to take on the task of organising and running
them. The Management Committee is happy to advertise exhibitions by individual
members or small groups on our social media (see below for more information about
our social media accounts and how to advertise) and would appreciate exhibitors
acknowledging being members of ASOC on their flyers and promotional material.
Should Workgroups or ASOC members wish to exhibit under the ASOC banner, then
you may contact the Management Committee. It is not an onerous process.
Volunteers: As a volunteer-run organisation, we always need help. The Management
Committee and existing Office Holders can only do so much. Convenors were
encouraged to promote volunteering among the members of their groups.
Term Fees payment: Convenors were reminded that individual payments by
workgroup members to the Treasurer are not accepted, and that there are no parttime workgroup membership fees - only a new member joining a workgroup half-way
through a term or later can pay half a term fee.
Warm regards
Peter van Rens
president@asoc.net.au

ASOC's Social Media (and how to get your exhibition
or event mentioned there)
ASOC is happy to help spread the word about ASOC Workgroup and ASOC Members' artrelated activities. Unfortunately, because of the work involved, we can't routinely send email
notices about such activities to members but we can help by publicising your events on our
social media pages. This does not need Management Committee approval. If you have an
event that you would like to publicise, please send details and an image (.jpg is preferred)
to communications@asoc.net.au. If you would like us to share your existing social media
content, please bring it to our attention by using the tags @asoc_canberra on
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Facebook or @artists_society_of_canberra on Instagram. We would appreciate
exhibitors acknowledging being members of ASOC on their flyers and promotional material.
ASOC has an Instagram page and two Facebook pages. Algorithms control how frequently
ASOC’s social media posts are seen by others as our followers do not necessarily see
every post. For all our Social Media platforms, to help get the word out and to develop the
audience for ASOC, if you follow us then please LIKE and COMMENT on posts (please be
polite).This engagement helps grow our audiences and also lets the Social Media team
(Helen McFadden, Lynn Nicholas and Katherine Buchanan) know what members find
interesting and enjoy seeing.
Read on to find out a bit more about our different platforms and what the purpose of each
is. Below are screen captures of the home pages of each.

The home pages of our Instagram feed (left), Facebook Community page (top right) and Facebook
Members Group (bottom right).

ASOC Instagram (https://www.instagram.com/artists_society_of_canberra).

Many artists and arts organizations are on Instagram and this is where a lot of the arts
community gets its information about upcoming events. Instagram is therefore an important
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There’s lots here for future Newsletters!
Best wishes to all ASOC members!
Anne

Views of Arles. Left: My painting of our Arles street - Rue Senebier in the La Roquette district of the old
town.
Right: Van Gogh’s painting of La Roquette, looking along the bend of the Rhône river at Arles. Not much
has changed, except two new bridges.

Member Profile: Introducing Sylvie Carter, ASOC
Activities Coordinator
Hi I'm Sylvie Carter, born and bred Canberran and an emerging studio and plein air portrait
and landscape artist. I recently became a finalist in the 2022 Gallipoli Art Prize which has
been a great honour both for me and my late father, who never knew I could paint and who
would have been 100 this year, if he were still alive.
I joined ASOC in April 2022, primarily to ramp up my 'life drawing' skills as well as meet a
few like-minded artists. I am the recently appointed ASOC Activities Coordinator, which
basically means I volunteer to host or help others host member activities. For example
lining up a good speaker or two for member meetings or organising a group to attend a
good art documentary followed up by some social networking over coffee, such as the
recent ‘Pissaro – Father of Impressionism’ at the Palace Cinemas in Acton.
In Term II, I convened the new, Monday afternoon Portrait and Life Drawing WorkGroup.
Life drawing for me is meditative and great fun in capturing the gestures, shadows and
curves of the human form.
I am currently working towards hosting my first solo exhibition across two galleries later in
2022, mainly featuring my landscape works. I enjoy giving myself new challenges and will
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continue entering art competitions, including our member's upcoming ASOC Spring
Exhibition, where I hope to meet more of you and learn more about your art journey as
well.
If you are interested in attending a 'Life Drawing' group or have any great ideas for gallery
tours or speakers, do get in touch.
Cheers
Sylvie Carter
email: silviecarter1@gmail.com

www.artwithsylvie.com
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Sylvie Carter and her paintings
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ASOC Plein Air Gatherings

In spite of challenging weather conditions, we held successful plein air sessions at Lanyon
Homestead in April and at the National Museum in May. As well as the delights of art
outdoors in wonderful surroundings, members and their guests enjoyed meeting old and
new friends. It was particularly good to see some of our newer members meeting with fellow
members for the first time. Let’s hope the lockdowns and the isolation are well and truly
behind us.
Very few people signed up for the plein air session planned for 4 June and it was cancelled

– perhaps the weather is getting the better of us after all. The Sunday Open Studio group
also has a plein air session every other week and all members are welcome to come to one
or all of those. See below for more information and a report on recent activities.
Notices of other plein air activities will be sent via email or included in future newsletters.
Keep an eye on your inbox for messages from ASOC.
If your Workgroup is planning a plein air session or other outing, it would be wonderful if
you’d consider including members from outside your group. If you send a note to
sylviecarter1@gmail.com or to vice.president@asoc.net.au we can let members know by
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In April, the ASOC Plein Air artists had fun at Lanyon Homestead painting on the verandah (Caroline Reid)
and in the garden. A convivial lunch was enjoyed by all.

In May, the ASOC Plein Air artists enjoyed wonderful vistas at the National Museum. From left: Kate
Smith, Mark Redzic, Sue Francis and Hideko Pentony were among the group.
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Workgroup News:
A complete list of ASOC workgroups, including current vacancy status, can be found on the
ASOC website.
https://asoc.net.au/asoc-workgroups/
Open Studio on Sundays by Bec Gray (for Dee Copeland)
On alternate Sundays, the Open Studio on Sunday workgroup enjoy an afternoon of
painting or sketching outdoors. Lately we have been to Scrivenor Dam, Lake George
Winery and Pialligo Estate.
We welcome other artists to join these excursions and you don’t need to be a member of
the group.
Our next visit on 19th June will be to the National Arboretum. Download our full
schedule here or find it on the ASOC website.
Do let Dee Copeland know you are coming so we can look out for you. Contact Dee
Copeland for more information copelands7@hotmail.com.
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Sunday Open Studio Workgroup - some art and the artists.

Creative Drawing Workgroup by Tim Hardy
When our workgroup learned that we would not be returning to the M16 studio until March,
we took to Skype again. Having weekly online meetings to discuss drawing and our works
was something we had been doing off and on since 2020, whenever we were unable to
meet in the studio. A sub-group of our members also has met fortnightly on Skype to
participate in broad discussions of art and artists, and continues to do so. The internet
certainly has proved to be a successful way for keeping in touch and stimulating our
creativity.
However, we were very pleased to meet up again for the last half of first term: nothing can
replace face to face contact! Since then we have pursued our own interests in drawing,
with a few sessions on particular topics led by members. One of these, organised by Steve,
gave us some helpful drawing techniques in using others’ photos, modifying them to make
them the basis for our own art (see below where group members are viewing each others’
efforts).
Our workgroup was pleased to be invited to respond to a draft of a modified definition of the
category “Drawing” that the Management Committee was working on for use in ASOC
exhibitions. In one session we had a vigorous discussion, and subsequently submitted our
understandings of what constitutes drawing today. The revised definition that the MC has
settled on, we believe, now represents a contemporary broad view of mark making as
constituting drawing. It means that a drawing is not defined simply by what medium is used
to create it: in the past there has been a narrow view with an emphasis on appropriate
media, rather than the process of drawing.
Three of our organised sessions in the past few weeks exemplify this broader view of
drawing. Ros used ink, bleach and acrylic paints applied with brushes and other
implements for mark making (see Robyn's example below). Tim demonstrated how to
produce a trace monotype by linear mark making and he shared some of his reductive
monotypes produced by removing ink from a plate (see example below). Most recently Tim
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shared the experience of disassembling an electric toothbrush, something he had done in a
recent workshop at the Belconnen Arts Centre. This approach to creative art making raises
many questions for the artist, and can result in surprising outcomes (see below).
Tim Hardy
Convenor, Creative Drawing Workgroup

Drawing from a photograph (top), Bleach and Ink by Robyn (centre left).
Dissassembled by Tim (centre right) and Monotype by Tim (bottom)
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Hans van Haalen
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Ev Hales demonstrating her techniques (above) and work by participants in
Ev Hales "Ways with Watercolour" Workshop (below).

Please support and acknowledge our generous
sponsors:
In addition to those mentioned below, we are also grateful to Bendigo Bank who
have provided the prize for the artwork that best evokes the "Feeling of Joy" at
the upcoming Spring Exhibition.
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